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“.gv kg uhbc ,tu u,ut uk,u”
(v”f wy r,xt)  

Let’s take a moment to examine the 
chronology of the hanging of Haman 
and his ten sons. Haman was hanged on 
the 16th of Nissan 3668. Later that year, 
his sons were killed on the 13th of Adar. 
Although they were already dead, Esther 
specifically requested of Achashverosh 
that they too be hung. Achashverosh 
agreed, and their bodies were hung 
the next day. Why was it necessary to 
hang their bodies? On a basic level, we 
can understand Esther’s motivation to  
remind the world of the ultimate down-
fall of the Jews’ enemies, but let’s look a 
bit deeper.

Rav Shimon Schwab zt”l writes that this 
tree has substantial significance in the 
story of Purim. The Gemara in Chulin 
139b asks “?ihbn vru,v in inv?”. Where 
in the Torah is the reference to Haman? 
The Gemara points us to the story of how 
the Evil Serpent cleverly got Adam and 
Chava to eat from the Eitz Hadaas, the 
Tree of Knowledge. When Hashem con-
fronted Adam, He asked him .gv inv”     
“?,kft ubnn kuft h,kck lh,uhm rat  
The Gemara cites this as the source for 
Haman in the Torah because the word 
“Haman” and “Hamin” are spelled the 
same. Rav Schwab explains this connec-
tion as follows; Haman set out to accom-
plish the single most heinous crime, to 
annihilate Hashem’s chosen people. In 
contrast, Adam ate from the Eitz Hadaas 
because he was told that it would raise 
his level of spirituality and make him 
more “like G-d”. Yet the Gemara is telling 
us that Haman’s plot was rooted in the 
Aveira of the Eitz Hadaas, because any 
violation of Hashem’s word brings evil 

to this world. This then is the connection 
between Haman and eating from the Eitz 
Hadaas. Yet we may still wonder, is there 
any similarity in these two instances of 
disregarding Hashem’s command?

The Maharsha on this Gemara com-
ments that Haman traces his ancestry 
to the wicked Amalek, who was in turn 
the spiritual heir of the Evil Serpent.  
Amalek and Haman both derived the force 
of their evil agenda of destroying Klal  
Yisrael from this source. This can be 
found, says the Maharsha, in the Ge-
mara Sota 9b. There the Gemara tells us 
that the ultimate downfall of numerous  
wicked people was because “they set their 
eye’s on something not appropriate for 
them”. Not only did they not achieve their  

desire, but that which they had already 
was also taken away from them. 

The Gemara explains that the snake was 
slated to cleverly rule the animal king-
dom. However, he set his eyes on getting 
Adam killed so he could marry Chava. 
Not only did he not achieve that, but all 
that he had was taken from him, until he 
was reduced to a despised creature slith-
ering in the dust. Haman too, was guilty 
of this and he too was reduced from 
his greatness to a hanging corpse. How  
fascinating! Haman possessed the same 
devious nature as his spiritual ancestor, 
the Serpent. Both felt that they could 
somehow reach beyond what was given 
them and fulfill their evil desires. And 
both were completely cut down (or, in 
the case of Haman- hung up!). Although 
Adam and Chava were guilty of partici-
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“Promising only the never-satisfying  
success of endless yearning for 

more and better emptiness”  

pating in the crime, it was the Snake who 
was the source of this evil. This evil, the 
Gemara tells us, stems from the “setting 
of one’s eye’s on something not appro-
priate for him”. We find the Torah warns 
us of this in Krias Shma, hrjt uru,, tku" 
ofhbhg hrjtu ofcck”. We are command-
ed not to follow our natural desires for 
things that are forbidden to us. Now we 
can readily understand what the Gemara 
means when it informs us that the source 
of “Haman” is “Hamin Ha’etz”. The same 
root evil is at play.

Perhaps this idea can help us under-
stand the severity of attending Seudas 
Achashverosh. According to one opinion 
in the Gemara, the reason that Hashem 

allowed the Jews to suffer the decree of 
Haman, was because of their attendance 
of Achashverosh’s party. His party was a 
fantastic display of royal materialism, a 
gathering of minds and hearts focused 
on the lowly goal of complete subversion 
to the passions of the human animal.  
Perhaps this expressed a desire to  
assimilate into the great melting pot of 
Persia, to join the celebration of the arts 
and culture of a strange nation. They 
were considering replacing the sacred  
traditions of their own faith, for the glam-
or of a modern and very different society. 
The idea of abandoning what Hashem des-
ignated as their true portion, the mission 
to strive to emulate Hashem in the fash-
ion of a true dignified prince, and instead  
setting their eyes on what was not 
befitting them at all, is truly a serious 



matter. For this grave aveira, Haman 
was given permission to decree their 
destruction. And like the Snake the 
Jewish People almost lost it all.

On Purim we celebrate the recogni-
tion of our forefathers of ancient 
Persia who, through tears and tes-
huva turned away from what was 
inappropriate for them, the lures of  
modern Persia, and refocused on their 

true destination, the holy and lofty  
mission to reach the greatest of  
spiritual heights.

Let us take this special time of cel-
ebration to inspire our minds and 
hearts away from the lures of a soci-
ety sorely lacking any spiritual depth, 
promising only the never-satisfying 
success of endless yearning for more 
and better emptiness. Let’s refocus on 

the deep, simple, and rich joy of studying 
and fulfilling the Torah, a guide to life au-
thored by the Master Designer Himself. Let 
us reconnect to our creator with sincere 
communication. May we merit to tap into 
this divine day and celebrate the ultimate 
redemption in our times. Wishing one 
and all a Purim filled with light and joy!   
Good Shabbos!

(Parshas Vayikra continued)
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PRE-PURIM & PURIM
אורה זו תורה

Hashkama Minyan Shiur

Shabbos Parshas Zachor
after the Hashkama Minyan

Kiddush

פורים טיש
Join the Kollel for an amazing
night of  Torah, dancing and

singing.
Hosted by the Soussan's

Wednesday, March 23
9:45pm

11406 Woodknoll Lane

ישיבת מרדכי  הצדיק
All men and boys are
invited for a special
learning program on

Purim.
Great prizes!

Come in your costumes!
1:15pm followed by
Mincha at 2:00pm.

Schedule
Special Purim Shiur

For more information,
please speak with Rabbi Moshe Friedman

with R' Zvi Selevan
Shabbos Parshas Zachor

March 19
after the 8:00am minyan
כסא מלכות של אחשורוש
Achashveirosh's Throne

with R' Naphtali Buchwald

בענין חיוב קריאת פרשת זכור

A FREILECHEN PURIM!


